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WELCOME LETTER 

Dear delegates, 

Welcome to SEKMUN 2020. As the chairs of the Human Rights Council, we are looking forward 

to meeting you all and start fruitful and respectful debating. 

We are Ana Sofía Alonso and M. del Mar López and we will be leading the debate and 

committee work. We would both like to point out that the success of this model lies on you 

delegates, and only cooperation and goodwill will make these sessions enriching for all of you.  

It is for this reason that we encourage you all to make the effort to participate as much as 

possible, help other delegates and encourage those who are not participating actively to do 

so. Negotiating and respecting will be the basis of our committee.   

This year we will be working with two extremely interesting topics: protection of Human 

Rights in the Bolivarian Republic and Human Rights to safe drinking water sanitation. I hope 

we can come up with potential solutions to these problems.  

We expect each delegate to come to the model with an understanding of their country’s 

positions in the topic being discussed and two position documents (one for each topic). You 

will learn the rest during the conference! 

It goes without saying that participating in this conference will be extremely valuable for your 

future and will teach you oral and collaborative skills that you otherwise would not get. 

Hopefully, you’ll leave this model with plenty of friends as well. 

Do not doubt to contact us if you have any doubts, 

Looking forward to meeting you all this next March,  

Sincerely,  

Ana Sofía Alonso Munera 

M. del Mar López Barrionuevo  
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1. HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

The Human Rights Council (UNHRC) is a body inside the UN whose main goal is to promote 

and protect human rights all over the world. The UNHRC has 47 members elected every three 

years by the General Assembly. It was founded in 2006 to replace the UN Commission on 

Human Rights.  

The Human Rights Council is in charge of investigating any human rights violations in UN 

member states and addresses important issues such as the freedom of speech, freedom of 

religion or the protection of racial minorities. 

The Human Rights Council’s president is currently Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger. 

 

 

2. PROLOGUE 

Hundreds of thousands of nationals of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela are being forced 

to leave their country as a consequence of the political, economic, social and humanitarian 

crisis that is seriously harming their human rights.  

The most noticeable human rights violations are: 

• Arbitrary detentions and violations. Since July 2017, security forces have continued to 

use arbitrary and unlawful detentions to intimidate and repress political opposition. It 

is estimated that between 2014 and 2018 there were at least 12,300 people arbitrarily 

arrested, including children. 

• Torture and poor detention conditions. It has been reported that members of the 

SEBIN, DGCIM and GNB held people in unofficial places in which they were 

electrocuted, raped, suffocated and water deprived with the only aim of extracting 

information from them. 

• Violations of the right to health. Venezuela is currently suffering a dramatic health 

crisis due to the collapse of the Venezuelan health care system. State authorities have 

failed to provide the necessary equipment to avoid preventable deaths. Due to 

inflation, the import of medicines and health equipment was reduced by 60% in 2014. 

Moreover, due to low wages, 50% of medical doctors and 37% of nurses have 

migrated to other countries. 
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• Violations of the right to food. In the past decade, the State authorities have imposed 

several economic measures including State control over food prices and foreign 

currency exchange, the mismanagement of confiscated arable land and the monopoly 

of agricultural supplies. As a consequence, there are large section of the population 

unable to afford buying food at market price. As a result, malnutrition has dramatically 

increased amounting to 4.1 million people. Food unavailability has led to: long hours 

of queue to buy food and the growth of the black market. 78% of Venezuelan people 

have been negatively affected by food shortages. 

 

 

3. HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA  

The Venezuelan government has, until recently, refused to acknowledge the scale of the crisis 

and has therefore failed to tackle it successfully.  

Several economic sanctions have been imposed on Venezuela but they have done nothing 

but worsen the current economic crisis. It has been proven that this crisis requires more from 

the UN.  

To solve this crisis, the Venezuelan government needs to immediately: 

• Provide the necessary funds to ensure availability and accessibility of food, water 

and healthcare services to its population 

• Release all people under arbitrary arrest 

• Condemn all attacks against indigenous people 

• Restore the independence of the justice system 

• Accept the establishment of a permanent OHCHR country office 

• Protect human rights defenders and journalists 

• Ensure the right to identity and documentation to everyone 

• Allow unfiltered access to information- cease censorship 

In the long term, Venezuela should also aim to: 

• Increase vaccination coverage 

• Disarm pro-government armed civilian groups 

• Achieve government transparency  

4. INTERNATIONAL AID 
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Venezuela has been provided considerable international humanitarian aid.  

Russia, for example, sent 300 tonnes of food and medical supplies to Venezuela in February 

2019. 

 

Moreover, there are other 

agencies working to address this 

important humanitarian crisis.  

The World Health Organization 

(WHO), the United Nations 

Children’s Fund and the 

Norwegian Refugee Council have 

been the main donors. The UN’s 

Financial Tracking Service 

recorded 24 million dollars for 

Venezuela in 2018. 

It is also important to mention that the European Commission (EC) was the largest donor to 

organizations working inside Venezuela. 

However, the Venezuelan government has denied the entrance of hundreds of trucks coming 

from the USA, Brazil and Colombia. 

The US sympathizes with the opposition leader and despite having offered 20 million dollars 

to Venezuela, Maduro has refused to accept their help since he argues it is part of a plot 

against him. In addition, he has closed the border with Brazil despite the help received. 

It is also worth mentioning the role neighboring countries such as Colombia, Peru, and 

Ecuador are playing in this crisis. Over 5 million Venezuelan citizens have fled the country as 

a direct consequence of the severe economic Bolivarian crisis and the immigration influx to 

the countries mentioned above has been high. Juan Fernando Cristo, Minister of the Interior 

of Colombia, claims that it is the largest migration crisis in Latin American’s history. This 

migration is unprecedented and Latin American countries lack the infrastructure to host such 

numbers. Due to the prolonged duration of the crisis, nations which were initially very 

receptive of migrants– taking an average of 1,500 Venezuelans a day now are starting to 

impose restrictions due to their fear of the impact migrants might have on wages and 

unemployment. 
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In the past decade, Colombia has taken in 1.2 million migrants and Peru 800,000; something 

that is unbearable for these countries in their current economic situation despite their 

willingness to help. 

 

5. HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL MEASURES 

On 27 September 2018 adopted a Resolution to promote and protect Human Rights in 

Venezuela in which:  

• The Venezuelan government was urged to accept all forms of international aid 

disregarding political affilitations 

• The High Commissioner was asked to prepare an exhaustive written report regarding 

the humanitarian situationin Venezuela for further discussion among the 47 members 

of the Council 

• The government of Venezuela was asked to cooperate with the mechanisms of the 

Human Rights Council 

Venezuela’s unwillingness to cooperate with foreign countries and with the UN is making it 

difficult to deal with the crisis and during this SEKMUN sessions, the represented states 

should be able to come up with a much more concrete and effective resolution than that filed 

in September 2018. 

6. LINKS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24958&LangID=

E  

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1647949#record-files-collapse-header  

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/VEIndex.aspx  

https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/venezuela-humanitarian-

response-situation-report-no-4-september  

https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/first-un-human-rights-presence-

venezuela-statement-un-high  

https://harvardpolitics.com/world/venezuelan-migrant-crisis/  
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https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/VEIndex.aspx
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/venezuela-humanitarian-response-situation-report-no-4-september
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/venezuela-humanitarian-response-situation-report-no-4-september
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/first-un-human-rights-presence-venezuela-statement-un-high
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