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WELCOME LETTER 
 
 
Dear delegates, 

 

Welcome to SEKMUN 2020. As the chairs of the Human Rights Council, we are looking forward 

to meeting you all and start fruitful and respectful debating. 

We are Ana Sofía Alonso and M. del Mar López and we will be leading the debate and 

committee work. We would both like to point out that the success of this model lies on you 

delegates, and only cooperation and goodwill will make these sessions enriching for all of you.  

It is for this reason that we encourage you all to make the effort to participate as much as 

possible, help other delegates and encourage those who are not participating actively to do 

so. Negotiating and respecting will be the basis of our committee.   

This year we will be working with two extremely interesting topics: protection of Human 

Rights in the Bolivarian Republic and Human Rights to safe drinking water sanitation. I hope 

we can come up with potential solutions to these problems.  

We expect each delegate to come to the model with an understanding of their country’s 

positions in the topic being discussed and two position documents (one for each topic). You 

will learn the rest during the conference! 

It goes without saying that participating in this conference will be extremely valuable for your 

future and will teach you oral and collaborative skills that you otherwise would not get. 

Hopefully, you’ll leave this model with plenty of friends as well. 

 

Do not doubt to contact us if you have any doubts, 

Looking forward to meeting you all this next March,  

 

Sincerely,  

Ana Sofía Alonso Munera 

M. del Mar López Barrionuevo 
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1. HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Human Rights Council (UNHRC) is a body inside the UN whose main goal is to promote 

and protect human rights all over the world. The UNHRC has 47 members elected every three 

years by the General Assembly. It was founded in 2006 to replace the UN Commission on 

Human Rights.  

The Human Rights Council is in charge of investigating any human rights violations in UN 

member states and addresses important issues such as the freedom of speech, freedom of 

religion or the protection of racial minorities. 

The Human Rights Council’s president is currently Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger. 

 

2. PROLOGUE 

The United Nations recognize access to water and sanitation as necessary human rights for 

every person’s life. Clean drinking water is fundamental; lack of clean, sufficient and 

affordable drinking water has a devastating effect on the health, dignity and prosperity of 

billions of people. It is essential for everyone’s health, nutritious security, eradication of 

poverty and much more aspects related with the sustainable development. This also has 

important consequences in the fulfillment of other human rights.  

As many other natural resources, drinking water is threaten and water supply has increased 

as fast as the demographic development. For that reason, people must have the right to clean 

water and sanitation and states have the power to guarantee the right to water in an equally 

and non-discriminative way.  

To solve the problem, the following measures are required:  

1. Commitment to reduce inequalities and discrimination. 

2. Foreign aids and investment.  

3. Use of unconventional water resources to reduce pressure on freshwater resources 

(e.g. water reuse for agricultural work). 

4. Increase wastewater treatment. 

5. Expand operational cooperation in transboundary water basins.  

6. Protect and restore freshwater ecosystems.  

7. Protection against non-potable water (one of the main causes of infant mortality in 

developing countries).  
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3. HUMAN RIGHTS TO WATER AND SANITATION  

3.1. What is the right to water?  

The right to water entitles everyone to have access to sufficient, safe, acceptable, physically, 

accessible and affordable water for personal and domestic use in order to guarantee a safe, 

hygienic, secure, and socially and culturally acceptable sanitation.  

 

3.2. How does the right to water affects specific groups? 

Not everyone has the same right to water as a result of discrimination and margination. To 

protect the right to water effectively, it is necessary to pay attention to the specific situation 

of individuals and groups, such as the ones living in vulnerable situations. This can only be 

met by:  

• Tailoring specific water and sanitation policies to those most in need.  

• Allocating financial and human resources to discriminated people to ensure their 

rights. 

Many are the states that suffer the lack of clean water and sanitation and where those 

discriminated groups of people have terrible water supply conditions. Among these countries, 

Uganda, Ethiopia and Nigeria have some of the lowest percentages of people who have access 

to clean water. However, other states suffer from high percentages related to the lack of 

sanitation and poor access to clean water. 

• In Uganda nearly 40% of people have to travel more than 30 minutes to access to 

drinking water. 

• There is a 43-point gap between safety water supplies in rural and urban areas in 

Ethiopia.  

• In Nigeria, even if it’s one of the fastest recovery countries in terms of water supply, a 

15% of people still drink from unimproved water sources. 

• In Cambodia, the 5% of the population relies on delivered water.  

• The lack of sanitation in Nepal, lends to a 30% of the population to practice open 

defecation. 

•  In Ghana, more than a 50% of people don’t have access or have limited access to 

sanitation services.  

• Only a third of clean drinking water is free from pollution in Bhutan.  
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• Pakistan is the country with the greatest gap in basic hygiene. 

• In Congo, only a 21% of population in rural areas have access to water nearby; in five 

years the percentage has doubled.  

  

3.3. States’ obligations 

States have the primary obligation to protect and promote human rights. The ‘Human Rights-

based approach’ emphasized the correspondence between rights and obligations, providing 

a framework for Member States and other organizations that aims to ensure that respect for 

human rights are integrated into development plans at all levels. For that reason, the states’ 

obligations are very clear:  

• The obligation to respect requires States to refrain from interfering directly or 

indirectly with the enjoyment of the right to water.  

• The obligation to protect requires States to prevent third parties from interfering with 

the right to water.  

• The obligation to fulfil requires States to adopt appropriate legislative, administrative, 

budgetary, judicial, promotional and other measures to fully realize the right to water.  

3.4. Objectives  

To guarantee access to basic water services to millions of people by increasing donor 

commitment to the water sector and a better coordination of water resources and a 

reduction in discriminative or marginal situations.  

To improve water management in a secure way, increase the proportion of people who 

contributes with that good and secure use of water resources and increase the proportion of 

global population who uses sanitary services safely managed. 

To augment the use of unconventional water resources to reduce pressure over freshwater 

supplies by reusing residual water, desalinated water and sewer water for agricultural labors 

or others.  

To increase social and financial resources in order to launch community participation in water 

supply for rural areas.  
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To adopt measures against the problem of polluted and non-potable water, which are one of 

the main causes of infant mortality in LDCs.  

4. INTERNATIONAL MEASURES 

The rights to water and sanitation have also been prioritized in international initiatives in the 

context of development cooperation.  

Primarily designed to facilitate national-level action, and the development of national plans 

of action, the initiative’s immediate focus is on achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 

for water and sanitation by offering technical assistance and generating high-level support 

for national level development.  

Full and meaningful participation is one of the defining tenets of the human rights framework 

and must be a central component of any implementation effort. For example, Brazil’s 2007 

Basic Water and Sanitation Law, itself developed through a multi-stakeholder process, 

underscores the centrality of participatory processes to achieve the goal of universal access 

to sanitation, with a focus on marginalized groups and those living in poverty.  

While international momentum toward broad-based support for the rights to water and 

sanitation is essential, the actual implementation of the rights depends heavily on national 

legal frameworks, anchored by constitutional and statutory provisions.  

A series of laws must give voice to national policies, and aspire to achieving universal 

realization of the right, and be operationalized through a robust system of rules and 

regulations emanating from government institutions and, ideally, national water and 

sanitation regulators.  

4.1. NGOs actions 

Apart from the states’ action, many Organizations all around the world are addressing the 

international water supply problem.  

• Charity: water is a nonprofit organization whose main objective is to yield clean and 

safe drinking water to people in developing countries by electing water point locations 
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based on geography and assessments of need and considering the potential for 

building strong relationships with local stakeholders, risk of overlap with the work of 

other organizations, and the availability of spare parts and repair services. They’ve 

funded 38,113 water projects for 9.6 million people in 24 countries around the world. 

In the last nine years, the organization dug more than 16,000 water projects and raised 

more than $200 million from donors. 

• Planet Water Foundation serves schools, children, and rural communities around 

the world by installing water filtration systems and launching health education 

programs. Their filtration systems, called “AquaTowers,” trap bacteria, viruses, and 

other harmful matter and provide 1,000 people with 10,000 liters of clean water per 

day. Children can also wash their hands in the soap dishes mounted around the 

structure. The organization aims to serve 5 million people by 2020. 

• Thirst project educates students about the clean water crisis and mobilizes them to 

take action. In addition to raising awareness, Thirst Project also has boots on the 

ground in India, Uganda, Ethiopia, El Salvador, Kenya, and Colombia. There, they 

focus primarily on building hand pump wells that typically last over 40 years. Since 

2008, they have spoken to over 300,000 students and provided water to over 

280,000 people. 

 

5. LINKS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION  

 

https://www.right-docs.org/download/71230/ 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/WaterAndSanitation/SRWater/Pages/SRWaterIndex.aspx 

http://www.cawater-info.net/library/eng/n1745661.pdf 

https://www.thirstproject.org/projects/ 

http://planet-water.org 

https://www.charitywater.org 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/#foreword 
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