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Dear Delegates,  

 

It is a pleasure for the presidency to welcome you to the fourteenth 

edition of SEK Model of United Nations. We hope that you are as 

enthusiastic as we are to share this wonderful experience with you. In this 

edition, you will be part of one of the most important supranational 

commissions within the United Nations in order to deal with crime and 

injustice, the UNODC. Since its foundation in 1997, the United Nations 

Drugs and Crime Organisation has the duty, through the cooperation of all 

Member States, to fight transnational crime and drug trafficking. 

Therefore, it is in this committee in which strategies, plans and solutions 

are designed in order to target international crime in order to ensure 

peace and justice within our society. In this occasion, you will be the 

protagonists of the committee. Thereby meaning that it will be in your 

hands to develop plausible and effective solutions/measures in order to 

target substantial matters such as global maritime global crime and the 

illicit market of falsified medical products. We expect from you to work 

hard, to interiorize all the existent factors regarding both topics and, 

above everything, to learn and to enjoy.  

 

Hope to see you soon,  

 
Juan and Alejandro. 
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The Problem 

In recent years, there has been an increasing trend in the falsification of 

medical products. This, as enshrined in different international human rights 

instruments, threatens the right to life. Falsified medical products pose a 

considerable public health threat as they can fail to cure, may harm and 

even kill patients. These threats to public health have led the international 

community to call for a stronger, more coordinated response. In addition to this, 

the supply chain for medicines operates at a global level, and therefore, a 

concerted effort at the international level is required to effectively detect and 

combat the introduction of falsified medical products. 

 

The Risk of Falsified Medical Products 

 Risk to consumers: 

• Anti-malarial and antibiotics are amongst the most commonly 

reported substandard and falsified medical products, substandard 

or falsified medical products could cause harm to patients or fail to 

treat these diseases. 

• These products are often produced in unhygienic conditions, 

contaminated by bacteria and prepared by untrained and 

unprepared people. 

• They also cut into the limited budgets of families and health 

systems 

 

Promoting of illicit markets: 

They can be found in illegal street markets, via unregulated 

websites through to pharmacies, clinics and hospitals. They also 

lead to a loss of confidence in medicines and health systems, 

promoting use of other sorts of remedies. 

 

Widespread Access: An estimated 1 in 10 medical products in low- and 

middle-income countries are substandard or falsified. 
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 Other illicit activities are also connected to this issue such as: 

o Money laundering 

o Corruption in state officials 

o Smuggling of these products 

 

Difficulties faced 

• Despite the growing nature of the problem, legal systems around the 

              world is facing numerous challenges in effectively combating these 

              crimes. 

• Weak or inconsistent legal frameworks and ineffective criminal laws 

              that often fail to criminalize attempt 

• Participation by accessories and the possession and sale of illegally 

             obtained medical products 

• Online and distance selling of medical products 

• Weaknesses in capacity 

• Lack of resources of regulatory, enforcement and criminal justice 

              officials 

• Difficulties in international cooperation. 

• Limited number of studies on the magnitude of the problem 

 

Current Solutions 

The 20th session of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 

(CCPCJ) adopted resolution 20/6 on falsified medical products because of the 

discovered links between falsified medical products and larger criminal 

organizations. 

• Resolution 20/6 also highlights the potential utility of the United Nations 

             Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) for which 

             UNDOC is the guardian, as a way to reach and coordinate mutual legal 

             assistance, extradition and the seizing, freezing and forfeiture of the proceeds 

             of crime. 
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• Resolution 20/6 also requests help from other international bodies, such as the 

International Narcotics Control Board (INCB), the World Health Organization 

(WHO), the World Customs Organization (WCO) and the International Criminal 

Police Organization (ICPO/INTERPOL), as well as relevant regional 

organizations and mechanisms, assist Member States in building capacity to 

disrupt and dismantle the organized criminal networks engaged in all stages of 

the illicit supply chain, in particular distribution and trafficking, to better utilize 

the experiences, technical expertise and resources of each organization and to 

create synergies with interested partners. 

They also encourage the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, in 

consultation with Member States, to identify key Member States in the most 

affected regions and to provide corresponding technical assistance to such 

Member States. 

 

HOWEVER:  

While focus has been given to the health and regulatory aspect of 

this problem, it appears that less attention has been given to the issue from a 

criminal justice perspective. Given its expertise and work to build effective and 

transparent criminal justice systems and to support states to prevent and 

combat all forms of organized crime, UNODC can support the fight against the 

illicit manufacture and trafficking of falsified medical products in coordination 

with other stakeholders. 
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