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Welcome to SEKMUN!  

Welcome to SEKMUN! We are Inés and Pablo and we will be you chair in the SEKMUN Model 

of United Nations this March. We are very excited for the days we are going to be spending 

together, discussing in our committee, UNESCO (United Nations Education, Science and 

Culture Organization), the very interesting and important topics we have this year.  

 

Both of us have participated many years in SEKMUN and other MUNs and we are very happy 

to be this year your guides in this model. You have to be very prepared for long hours of 

exciting debates and learning, but also hours of making friends and meeting new people from 

other schools and learning important qualities and values. Because although MUNs are for 

discussing global problems they also allow us to learn values such as solidarity, empathy, 

reasoning skills and being committed with the problems of the world we live in.  

 

This year we are discussing the problem of racial discrimination and governments and 

societies around the world should tackle it. The problem has many differents subtopics such 

as the importance of education, preserving civil liberties, the role of the government and 

legislation when solving social issues, the differences between social discrimination among 

countries and many more.  

 

In the second topic we explore the issues of preserving cultural property in Asia Pacific. In 

UNESCO we will have to explain the important role culture has on societies and what are the 

main threats that can damage it, taking account the complex situation and the particularities 

of Asia Pacific.  

 

We hope you will study this topics carefully and come very prepared this March when we will 

discuss our topics in the sessions in our committee. We also hope the present document 

guides you through these broad and difficult topics and that it helps clear the view. See you 

in SEKMUN!  

Measures to protect cultural property in Asia Pacific 



 3 

Culture, as defined by the UN, is the beliefs and social norms that identify a community. This 

is one of the criteria followed to define borders between countries, and many governments 

take them into account in decision-making, in order to preserve it. However, with the 

appearance of globalization, culture is in danger. Cultures are not only mixing. But they are 

also disappearing, giving place to a single culture share amongst all societies. 

Nevertheless, there are other factors that lead to the loss of cultural properties, more 

specifically, the loss of material cultural property. Terrorist attacks, as well as the illicit 

trafficking of cultural objects, also contribute greatly to this issue. They result in the 

destruction or disappearance of many cultural properties that are damaged to such an extent, 

that nothing is salvageable. Linked to this is the lack of awareness around the importance of 

preserving cultural properties. The disregard for the importance of culture, and the neglect 

of our role in preserving culture, play a significant role in the disappearance of cultural 

properties 

The rapid loss of cultural properties in a society is most noticeable in Pacific Asia. Until 

recently, this region had been barely influenced in any form by other cultures, ensuring that 

their unique culture remains intact to this date. However, as of late, their cultures are being 

threatened by globalization and the other factors previously mentioned. This part of the word 

is not geographically defined as other areas. Due to this, it is still debatable which countries 

are included in the Pacific Asia region. Nevertheless, it is usually said to contain Oceania, 

alongside with countries in the Southeastern part of Asia, which goes from India to China. 

These countries are well known for having a very diverse culture and very different from that 

of western civilizations. These considerable differences make them increasingly vulnerable to 

industrialization, as they would have to renounce to their way of living. 

The cultural properties that are most vulnerable are the cultural heritage sites, as they can be 

damaged by many factors. For example, by being replaced by factories due to globalization, 

or even being destroyed because of the terrorist attacks. Some cultural heritage sites 

suffering the most from this phenomenon, and that are part of Pacific Asia are Komodo 

National Park and the Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra in Indonesia, Kinabalu Park in 

Malaysia, the Classical Gardens of Suzhou in China, and many more. It is crucial to study each 
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case on an individual basis, and find a unique solution for all the problems that each cultural 

site faces, as each one faces different threats and requires different actions. 

Things like the cuisine and produce from these countries, their clothing, their religion, etc. are 

now available to everyone in the entire world, and it is our responsibility that these are 

respected and understood by everyone. People must know the origin of these cultures and 

have a faithful representation of what they truly mean and how they are. 

The UN has recognized the importance of this issue, and the necessity to solve it as soon as 

possible before the damage becomes permanent. Following this acknowledgement, the UN 

created in 2000 the “UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation” 

program. This program has been operating until today and aims to recognize the efforts of 

private individuals and organizations that have successfully restored and conserved structures 

and buildings of heritage value in the region. Through these awards, the UN, and specifically 

UNESCO, intends to incentive other individuals to take part on finding possible solutions. 

Changes have been visible, as so states the Chair of the Jury and Chief of UNESCO Bangkok’s 

Culture Unit. As means of the 20th anniversary of the awards, in 2019 the UNESCO summoned, 

along with the awards, the Asia-Pacific Heritage 20/20 Forum to show all the advances that 

had been achieved through the awards. 

The award of excellence this year went to Tai Kun, who transformed a Central Police Station 

into a center for conservation of heritage and arts. Other winners feature libraries, institutes, 

schools of music, and many other facilities that help preserve the cultural heritage of these 

countries. 

Nevertheless, the UNESCO would like to remind the participating countries that the measures 

currently in place will not suffice and that the creation of facilities is not the only solution 

available. Usually, these facilities are designed by individuals outside of the government; 

however, it is important to recognize that governments possess greater finance and power 

and that their collaboration is essential for the preservation of cultures. 

Lastly, it is important to mention, that, although initiatives should be tailored to tackle specific 

issues in a particular region, in the future these measures could be adapted to be 
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implemented in other regions of the world. Thus, we encourage every country to participate 

in finding a solution, always having in mind the context in which measures will be 

implemented. 

With this document, UNESCO aims to encourage every country to take part in the discussion 

here presented; taking into consideration everything mentioned previously, especially those 

countries that are part of Asia Pacific. But without forgetting all the other members of the 

committee. 

  

Useful links 

- https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13100.doc.htm 

- https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/383 

- https://www.straitstimes.com/world/heritage-sites-under-threat-sites-in-asia-

suffering-worst-damage-says-study 

- https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000265653 

- https://bangkok.unesco.org/content/2019-unesco-asia-pacific-awards-cultural-

heritage-conservation-winners-announced 

 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13100.doc.htm
https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/383
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/heritage-sites-under-threat-sites-in-asia-suffering-worst-damage-says-study
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/heritage-sites-under-threat-sites-in-asia-suffering-worst-damage-says-study
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000265653
https://bangkok.unesco.org/content/2019-unesco-asia-pacific-awards-cultural-heritage-conservation-winners-announced
https://bangkok.unesco.org/content/2019-unesco-asia-pacific-awards-cultural-heritage-conservation-winners-announced

	Welcome to SEKMUN!
	Useful links

