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PROLOGUE

In a globalised world like the one we live in, international tensions, even the ones 
in very isolated regions, have an impact on all  parts of the world. Educational centres 
are not immune to these tensions, which are faced by human beings throughout the 
planet. We should therefore not spare any efforts to make primary schools, secondary 
schools and universities places where the conflicts and evils that affect Humanity can 
be addressed. 

The United Nations, founded over 70 years ago, is the only international organisation 
with the mandate to tackle these problems at international level with the aim of gua-
ranteeing the world’s safety and to ensure the development and dignity of all human 
beings -. 

The United Nations model applied to Education responds to these two concepts. 
For this reason it is essential for this educational activity to represent as closely as 
possible the real structure of the UN and for the debate to tackle issues of the current 
international agenda  in the same way as the international delegates representing the 
193 member countries of the Organisation would do  .

The success of a UN model is based on solid preparation: Knowing the regulations, 
mastering the techniques of debate and negotiation, thoroughly investigating  the posi-
tion of the country that is represented and learning how to prepare official documents.

This “SEKMUN Manual” deals with these points. A very useful tool to enable stu-
dents and the teachers responsible for this activity to find the elements required for ba-
sic preparation of the SEKMUN. Its contents should be used for frequent consultation 
and useful tips 

The first models of the United Nations were developed at Harvard university over 70 
years ago. After seeing the good academic results that were achieved with this activity, 
it was extended to other universities, colleges and educational centres. Now thousands 
of UN models are organised in all regions of the world. In Spain, the Educational Insti-
tution  SEK, with the collaboration of the Spanish Unicef-Committee, organised the first 
SEKMUN Meeting in April 2007. 

After participating in the SEKMUN experience, students from a wide diversity of of 
origins shall feel that they belong to one single family, Humanity, that they have just one 
home, Planet Earth, and that differences, instead of being a problem, are in fact are an 
element that enriches society

Ángel Escudero de Paz 
Director of SEKMUN (2007-2016)
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The firm conviction of the SEK 
Educational Institution in the value of 
learning by using reference models is one 
of the main reasons why the SEKMUN 
project has been set in motion.

SEKMUN represents the United 
Nations model, where participants 
come to understand that the best way 
to resolve problems is by dialogue and 
negotiation, and never by violence. At a 
time of widespread globalisation, the SEK 
Educational Institution is committed to 
this educational-cultural event in which 
students, besides learning about current 
issues and international policy, acquire a 
more global vision of the world. Students 
take on a role, and act as “delegates” of 
a country. They participate in debates, 
negotiations, draw up documents, speak 
in public and deliberate. Some of the main 
bodies of the UN are represented: General 
Assembly (Disarmament and International 

Security Committee; Economic and 
Financial Committee; Social, Humanitarian 
and Cultural - Third Committee), Security 
Council, Human Rights Council, 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), 
Unicef Executive Board, World Tourism 
Organisation (UNWTO), United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
and the Executive Council of UNESCO.

The success of the model resides 
in preparing students in techniques of 
oration, debate, negotiation, writing and 
investigation of the issues established in 
the program. The students represent a 
country, and when the meeting is held, 
the predominant atmosphere is one of 
tolerance and respect for diversity.

The first experience with the 
implementation of the United Nations 
model was in 1940, with the League of 
Nations, the body that preceded the 
UN, at the Faculty of Political Sciences 

1st SEKMUN Meeting Inaugural Session.
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of   HARVARD University. The model 
has been most widely developed in the 
USA, Canada and the Latin American 
countries. There are several Models such 
as MINUBA, MEXMUN, in which schools 
from a wide range of countries participate. 
Some UN models have been organised at 
university level in Spain. However, no one 
has implemented and certified the UN 
model at secondary level apart from the 
SEK Educational Institution, despite the 
fact that it is fully developed in the rest of 
the world.

Why apply this model to teaching?
Firstly because the UN and its 

organisational system is a benchmark 
for building a world in which any person, 
regardless of their condition, can develop 
and contribute towards society.

Secondly, because the model is a 
positive reinforcement of the values 
contained in our ideals: respect, dignity, 
liberty, tolerance, solidarity.

Thirdly, because it involves the 
transversal introduction of skills and 
techniques into the educational model 
that are vital to the student’s future 
development. Noteworthy skills include 
dialogue, negotiation, public speaking, 
debate, investigation and writing

Finally, because it is a pioneering 
initiative in Spain. For these reasons we 
want the SEK Educational Institution to 
be an educational benchmark for other 
organisations, and the United Nations 
model to be gradually implemented in a 
large number of Educational Centres in 
Spain.

The first of the SEKMUN models 
was held in the academic year, 2006-

7th SEKMUN Meeting. Participants



8    SEKMUN Model United Nations applied to teaching

2007, with a meeting of 200 students 
from SEK International Schools, at the 
Head Office of the Official Association 
of Medical Practitioners of Madrid. 
Twenty delegations of different countries 
represented the model in meetings of 
the General Assembly and Security 
Committee of the UN. 

The second event was amplified 
to include thirty delegations and the 
Unicef Executive Board was represented 
alongside the General Assembly and the 
Security Council. In the fourth SEKMUN 
event, besides the three committees 
mentioned above, the Human Rights 
Council was also represented and 
it was decided that the language of 
communication in this committee would 
be English. The fifth event saw the 
addition of the Social and Economic 

Council (ECOSOC), in which English was 
also used. Another body was added in 
the sixth event: The Executive Council 
of UNESCO. In the ninth model it was 
decided that the work of the General 
Assembly should be carried out in two 
committees: Economic and Financial 
Committee and Humanitarian, Social and 
Cultural Committee. 

There were three General Assembly 
committees in the 10th Meeting: first, 
second and third, while two new bodies 
were included in the 11th meeting: World 
Tourism Organisation (WTO) and the 
United Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO), with English as the language 
of communication in the two new 
committees.



Model  
United Nations

2
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2.1 BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS (www.un.org)

The United Nations Organisation 
(UNO) was established on 24 October 
1945 by 51 countries determined to keep 
peace through international cooperation 
and collective security. Today almost all 
the countries of the world are members of 
the United Nations, in total 193.

When States become members of 
the UN they accept the obligations of the 
Charter of the United Nations (http://www.
un.org/es/charter-united-nations/index.
html), which is an international treaty that 
established the fundamental principles 
for international relations. According to 
the Charter, the United Nations has four 
purposes:
• Maintain worldwide peace and security.
• Develop relation among nations.
• Foster international cooperation to solve 
international problems
and promote respect for human rights.
• Provide a forum to bring countries 
together to meet the UN’s goals.
• Promote the economic and social 
progress of all peoples.

The United Nations is not a world 
government, it does not collect taxes, 
it does not have an army and does not 
set laws. However, the Organisation 
provides the necessary resources to find 
solutions to international conflicts and 
formulate policies on issues that affect 
us all. Another of the major achievements 
of the UN has been the impetus given to 
international law by developing standards 
and agreements that range from legal 
frameworks for environmental protection, 

the use of outer space, the regulation of 
migratory work, the fight against drug 
trafficking, terrorism, law of the sea, 
Millennium development objectives, etc. 
All the Member States of the United 
Nations, large or small, rich or poor, with 
different political perspectives and social 
systems, have a voice and vote.

The United Nations Organisation 
brings together international efforts to 
try to solve the problems that affect 
all of Humanity. Over thirty programs, 
funds and affiliate organisations, which 
taken together are known as the United 
Nations system, collaborate to this end. 
Day after day, the United Nations and 
its organisation system work to foster 
respect for human rights, protect the 
environment, fight against disease and 
illiteracy and reduce child mortality and 
poverty. The bodies of the United Nations 
determine the regulations for safety and 
efficiency of air transport, contribute 
towards improving telecommunications 
and increase consumer protection. 
The UN heads international campaigns 
against drug trafficking and terrorism. 
Worldwide, the UN and its organisations 

SEKMUN  is the first 
experience in Spain of 
applying 
the United Nations Model 
in education
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provide assistance to refugees, establish 
programs to eliminate land mines, 
contribute towards increasing food 
production and are at the forefront of the 
fight against AIDS.

Now, in 2015, it can safely be said that, 
since the foundation of the United Nations 
in 1945, member states had never before 
committed themselves to such a sizeable 
and significant project. Thanks to the effort 
to achieve the development objectives of 
the millennium, today there are millions of 
people who live better than they did 15 
years ago.
• World poverty was reduced by half (5 
years before 2015)
• Mortality among children under 5 years 
of age was reduced by almost half.
• The number of people with access to 

drinking water has increased by 1,700 
million Access to drinking water in Latin 
America is now widespread.
• 90% of children in developing countries 
are now receiving a school education.
• Development aid has increased by a 
further 6%.
• Participation of women in the workplace 
has increased.
• Major progress has been made in the 
fight against malaria and tuberculosis.

Despite these achievements, the United 
Nations Organisation has established a 
new Development Agenda that includes 
the following objectives:
• Some regions of the world such as sub-
Saharan Africa, a number of countries in 
South Asia, some 15 countries in total, are 
still trapped in poverty.

2nd SEKMUN Meeting. Opening Speech: Mr. Federico Mayor Zaragoza
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• Only half of the population of the 
developing world has access to adequate 
sanitation services.
• Hundreds of thousands of women die in 
developing countries from complications 
caused during pregnancy or childbirth.
• About 19,000 children die every day 
from preventable diseases.
• Worldwide emissions of CO2 are 
increasing.
• Millions of hectares of forest and many 
species of animals are disappearing every 
year.

With the aim of continuing with the 
achievements brought about by the 
development objectives of the millenium 
and faced with the urgent need to 
correct deficiencies such erradicating 
world poverty, bolder measures need to 
be taken in the most marginalised and 
excluded zones. That is why the UN 
General Assembly has decided to call for a 
new agenda for post-2015 development, 
a new development route map.

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development

In 25 September 2015, the 193 Member 
States in the General Assembly of the 
United Nations approved the resolution 
“Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)”; 
a document that establishes 17 Goals 
with 169 goals that should be fulfilled in 
15 years (from 2015 to 2030).

By approving the SDG resolution, 
the Member States are responsible for 
ending poverty and hunger, providing 
quality education and medical services, 
achieve gender equality, ensure access to 

drinking water and energy, protect marine 
ecosystems and promote peace and 
justice.

With the SDG resolution, the Member 
States undertake to create more 
sustainable cities, combat inequalities 
within and between countries, provide 
decent employment for all and protect 
human rights.

Likewise, the Member States have 
decided to ensure that social economic 
and technological progress takes place 
in harmony with nature and to protect 
the planet against degradation, while also 
specifying the urgent measures required 
to deal with climate change to satisfy 
present and future generations.

When concluding the debate on the 
approved resolution the Secretary General 
of the UN, Ban Ki-moo stated: “today, the 
Member States of the UN have made a 
commitment to a visionary agenda to 
achieve a dignified and prosperous life 
for all on a healthy planet. Let us work 
together over the coming 15 years to 
make this vision a reality for the people of 
all the countries of the world”.

This same idea has been present in the 
meetings of the Climate Summit (2016), 
chaired by the current Secretary General 
Antonio Gutiérrez.

The resolution highlights the fact that, 
although the agenda implies common 
and universal commitment, every country 
should face up to specific challenges  in 
their search for sustainable development, 
and to this end an examination shall 
be carried out in each country of the 
progresses made in which civil society, 
companies and other stakeholders shall 
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also participate. Countries shall share 
experiences and deal with common 
issues at regional level.

States shall subsequently be evaluated 
every years by the High-Level Political 
Forum on Sustainable Development 
(HLPF), which shall identify deficiencies 
and recommend corrective measures.

The SEKMUN Model. Bodies 
represented in the virtual model

.

General Assemblyh

2It will be made up of all the Member 
States of the United Nations 
represented in the Model and 
distributed in a commission:
Commission 4: Special Policy and 
Decolonization.
Each of the Member States, made up 
of a single delegate, has one vote.
The SEKMUN Organising Committee 
will be in charge of deciding the 
composition of the delegations that 
will participate in each edition. Once 
the agenda items have been debated 
in the Commission to which they have 
been assigned, the respective draft 
resolutions are voted on. At the end 
of the work in the Commission, the 
approved resolutions are presented 
in a plenary session in the General 
Assembly.
All Member States of the United 
Nations and NGOs decided by the 
SEKMUN organising commission may 
participate in the General Assembly as 
members.
The sessions of the General Assembly 
will be public unless they decide, 
by qualified majority and due to 

exceptional circumstances, to meet in 
private session.
Any decision made by the General 
Assembly will be announced in public 
session. At the end of the private 
sessions, the President may publish a 
communiqué.
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1st SEKMUN MEETING. Opening speech (Mr. Carlos Robles Piquer)
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5th SEKMUN Meeting. Journalistic work.
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X SEKMUN Meeting
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3.1 Participants and structure

3.1.1 Delegations
The delegations are made up of a 

delegate in each committee apart from 
the Security Council and in Human Rights, 
where there are two members of the 
delegation. 

The term “Member State”, 
“Representation” or “Delegation” can be 
used indiscriminately. The members shall 
be called “delegates” or “representatives” 
without distinction.

The Ambassador shall head the 
Delegation and shall be assigned to a 
body/committee, but he/she should know 
all the issues of the Model since he/she 
may actively participate in any session, 
and in particular in the formal sessions of 
the Security Council.

All the members of each Delegation 
should be duly informed about what 
happens every day in the commissions, 
negotiation groups and bodies/
committees. To do this, at the end of 
the day the Ambassador shall call all 
the members of his/her Delegation to 
participate in a session in which they shall 
be informed about what happened in the 
meetings held that day. The delegates 
shall take notes of any progress made.

The figure of the observer may 
occasionally appear. Observing 
delegations shall be represented by a 
delegate and shall intervene only when 
the issue under debate is directly linked to 
the issue in question, e.g.: Palestine, Holy 
See, International Monetary Fund, Red 
Cross, Western Sahara, etc.

3.1.2 Authorities

Secretary General  

The secretary shall have the last word 
on decisions within the Model. The role of 
the Secretary General is:

1. Interpret these regulations and 
decide on matters that are not 
provided for in them.

2. Ensure compliance of these 
regulations, which it will comply 
with and enforce.

3. Impose the corresponding 
disciplinary measures in case of 
non-compliance with the rules of 
conduct.

4. Make, at any time, oral or written 
statements to the different 
Commissions.

5. Officially declare the SEKMUN 
open and closed.

6. Moderate the different bodies/
commissions of the Model.

7. Inform the different bodies/
commissions about the issues 
that are being dealt with in other 
bodies/commissions.

8.  
9. Inform the General Assembly of any 

matter related to the maintenance 
of peace and international security 
that the Security Council is dealing 
with.

10. Facilitate negotiations between 
representatives and collaborate 
with them within the Model. They 
can actively intervene.

11. Are part of the Board of Approval 
of draft resolutions.
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12. Delegate their powers, totally or 
partially, to another authority of 
the Model.

13. Allow the entry of special observers 
to the different instances of 
the Model, under their express 
authorization and accompanying 
them.

14. The Secretary General may make 
oral or written statements to the 
Security Council on any matter 
before the Council.

15. The Secretary General will be 
a guarantor party in the peace 
treaties.

16. They will be able to mediate in all 
formal and informal negotiations 
that take place between 
delegations.

In addition to the Secretary General, the 
different committees will be made up of 
two or three authorities from the Bureau. 
The Bureaus of the different Commissions 
will be made up of at least a President and 
a Moderator.

President
Maximum authority of the Commission; 

exercises the powers conferred by the 
corresponding regulations. The powers of 
the President of the Commission are: 
1. Declare the opening and closing of 

each formal session;
2. Lead discussions in sessions
3. Ensure compliance with the 

Regulations and the rules of 
procedure.

4. Coordinate the right to speak.

5. Set up question time
6. Announce the decisions.
7. Integrate the Draft Approval Bureau
8. Maintain order in the premises where 

the bodies/commissions function.
9. It will propose to the delegations 

through motions:
10. The limitation of the time of the 

speakers.
11. The closing of the list of speakers.
12. The closing of the debate.
13. The suspension or postponement of 

a session.
14. The order in which the draft 

resolutions are presented.
15. Announces the type of voting and the 

result.

Moderator
The Moderator will replace the President 
in case of absence with the same 
attributions of the Presidency. Also, 
among their functions are:
1. Assist the Presidency in its functions 

during the development of the 
sessions.

2. Form part of the Draft Resolution 
Approval Bureau.

Approval Bureau

The Preliminary Draft Resolution Approval 
Bureau will respond to the Presidency of 
the body/commission and will be made 
up of the President, the Moderator and 
the Conference Officer (in committees 
where this authority exists). The powers of 
the Approval Bureau are:
1. Receive and review the draft 

resolutions, verifying that they meet 
the essential requirements of form and 
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content to be able to be presented to 
the commission.

2. Decide the order in which to present 
the draft resolutions for debate.

3. During the debate, incorporate the 
amendments and corrections that arise 
into the draft resolution until reaching a 
final version.

Public Relations
They are in charge of collaborating in 

the work of organizing the event if they 
serve as logistical support. Among its 
powers are:
1. Control the entry and exit of observers 

and visitors in the different committees, 
following the instructions of the 
President.

2. Receive and accompany personalities 
and guests during the celebration of 
the Model.

3. Attend to the material needs that may 
arise in the rooms.

4. Inform participants of the spaces and 
services they may require.

5. Participate in the opening and closing.

3.2 Protocol
1. The official language of the Model will 

be Spanish in the General Assembly, 
the Security Council and the Unicef 
Executive Board, and English in 
ECOSOC, the Human Rights Council 
and the Executive Council of UNESCO; 
World Tourism Organisation and the 
FAO.

2. Participants are required to always bear 
their credentials in a visible place.

3. During the activities of the Model, the 

conduct of the delegates amongst 
themselves, with the members of the 
Organising Committee and with the 
Model Authorities should be formal and 
respectful. Teaching staff should also 
respect formality in any dialogue with the 
Model Authorities. 

4. No one should speak personally, but 
rather on behalf of (a country, delegation, 
etc.). For example, “I think that...” should 
not be used, “the delegation of my 
country thinks...” or “my government or 
my country thinks that...” should be used 
instead.

5. Direct communication between the 
delegations during formal sessions 
inside the room of each Committee is 
prohibited. Messages about the work 
of the committee may be sent via the 
pages, whenever the committee so 
authorises.

6. The delegates are obliged to use the 
official language of the committee in 
all the formal and informal sessions. 
The use of any other language shall be 
penalised by the President. 

7. The delegates should respect the 
schedules set by the Organising 
Committee of SEKMUN. 
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3.3 Dress Code
1. The instructions concerning 

appropriate dress established by the 
organising committee of SEKMUN 
should be respected. Dress should be 
formal:

a) Suit for students, who should always 
wear a jacket and tie.

b) Female students should wear: tailored 
suit, dress or skirt, at knee height, or 
pressed trousers.

2. The following shall not be permitted:
a) The use of short trousers, jeans, mini 

dresses or skirts.
b) Trainers, shoes with excessive platforms 

or heels (flat heels or a moderate heel is 
recommended)

c) caps

3. If an official national costume exists, 
the delegate may wear it during the 
Model (Djellabas, Saris, Kipas, etc.)

4. Any doubts in this regard shall 
be resolved by the organising 
committee of SEKMUN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.4 Prohibitions
1. The delegations shall not leave the room 

if the Committee is in formal session.  
a.) If necessary, the delegate 
may temporarily withdraw, giving 
a reason for his/her absence 
to the committee authorities.  
b.) If the absence of the delegate 
leaves his/her Delegation without 
representation, he/she shall deposit 
his/her voting card at the authorities 
table and recover it when he/she 
returns. 

2. Electronic apparatuses may not be used 
except by those people authorised by 
the organising committee of SEKMUN.

3. Contact between teachers/
coordinators and the Model 
participants in the Model during 
Committee sessions is prohibited.

4. Eating, drinking (except water) or 
smoking inside the Committee rooms 
is not permitted. 

5. Consuming alcoholic drinks during the 
Model is not permitted. 

6. Smoking in enclosed spaces that form 
part of the Model is prohibited.

7. Throwing waste outside the places 
specifically designated for this purpose 
is strictly prohibited.
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3.5 Penalties
1. If delegates show any lack of courtesy, 

breach regulations or cause disorder 
during their stay in SEKMUN, they be 
penalised by the authorities.

2. If the delegate accumulates a number 
of penalties during the same session, 
the delegate will have to leave the 
room and may not return until the next 
session. 

3. If a delegate accumulates three 
penalties, he/she shall be definitively 
expelled from SEKMUN.

3.6 Procedures
The Regulations state that the delegation 

placard should be raised to ask for the 
floor during sessions. 

The authorities are responsible for 
ensuring compliance with this 
regulation. They are responsible for 
maintaining discipline in the SEKMUN 
and may take measures if the rules of 
conduct are breached.

 
4th SEKMUN Meeting. Speech by Mr. 

Javier Rojo, president of the Senate

Delegates may choose the order in 
which issues are to be debated as 
the SEKMUN progresses. A General 
Debate shall firstly be held about 
the issue along with a subsequent 
Particular Debate about the draft 
resolution.

The observing delegations:
a. They may make use of the motions, 

SEKMUN
Modelo de las Naciones Unidas 

aplicado a la enseñanza

31

Presidencia alzando la mano. Asimismo, se presentan los cuatro tipos de mociones con
las que los delegados tendrán que hacer uso de la palabra durante el desarrollo del
debate. Igualmente, se explican los tipos de debate y la manera en que los delegados los
pueden realizar. 

Se expone cómo se debe presentar un anteproyecto de resolución, en forma y contenido,
y cómo es el procedimiento para su votación. 
Las votaciones tendrán que ajustarse a la clasificación y porcentajes establecidos en este
reglamento. 

Con el estudio y lectura del reglamento los delegados comprenderán las obligaciones y
derechos que tienen las autoridades y ellos mismos dentro de las sesiones del Modelo de
las Naciones Unidas. Las autoridades tienen la responsabilidad de velar por el cumpli-
miento de este reglamento. Son las encargadas de mantener la disciplina en el SEKMUN
y puede tomar medidas en caso de que se incumplan las normas de conducta. 

Finalmente, es importante mencionar que el Reglamento de la Asamblea General es un
documento redactado a imagen del reglamento original de la Asamblea General de la
Organización de las Naciones Unidas. Sin embargo, la aplicación y uso del mismo estará
sujeto a adaptaciones de acuerdo a la magnitud, organización y tipo de Modelo de
Naciones Unidas que haya decidido.

IV Encuentro SEKMUN. Asamblea General.

4th SEKMUN Meeting. General Assembly
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answer questions and ask questions 
just like any other Member State of the 
General Assembly.

b. They may not present amendments or 
advocate them. 

c. They may not propose draft resolutions 
and resolutions.

d. They have no right to vote.
no delegate may take the floor without 

prior permission from the President. 
The President may call a delegate to 
order:

a. If the line of argument is not relevant to 
the issue in question.

b. If the delegate exceeds the time limit 
set by the President.

c. If the delegate’s comments are 
offensive to a delegate or delegation.

3.7 Motions
Any delegate can make use of the 

Motions, specifying the type that is 
selected, to request that a situation or 
proposal be considered during the formal 
sessions.

There are four types of motions: Motion 
of Order, Motion of Procedure, Motion 
of Parliamentary Inquiry and Motion of 
Privilege

3.7.1 Motion of Procedure
1. May be used by delegates to propose 

an option to the normal course of the 
debate.

2. A Motion of Procedure should be 
endorsed by at least one other for the 
President to consider listening to it. 
The delegation asking for the motion 
may not endorse it.

3. No delegate or the President may be 
interrupted when on the floor or during 

X SEKMUN Meeting
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a procedure.
4. The President may reject, accept or 

put a proposal to vote. In this case 
an informal and obligatory vote shall 
be held in which abstentions are not 
permitted. If a qualified majority in 
favour is obtained, the motion shall be 
accepted. If not, it shall be rejected.

3.7.2 Motion of Order
1. Used when a delegation considers that 

the President has committed an error in 
the procedures and it wishes to make a 
note of this with all due respect.

2. No delegate may be interrupted when 
he/she has the floor.

3. The moderator or President may 
consider such motions to be out 
of order when they regard them as 
incorrect. Said decision cannot be 
appealed against.

3.7.2 Motion of Personal Privilege
1. Used when a delegate is regarded as 

affected or reduced by an external 
issue that limits his/her capacity to 
participate in a debate.

2. It cannot be denied before listening to 
the request.

3. No delegate or the President may be 
interrupted when on the floor or during 
a procedure.

3.7.3 Motion of Parliamentary Inquiry.
1. A request to clarify a procedure that is 

being carried out in the debate.
2. A Motion of Parliamentary Inquiry 

should be endorsed by at least one 
other for the President to consider 

listening to it. 
3. The delegation asking for the motion 

may not endorse it.
4. No delegate may be interrupted when 

he/she has the floor.
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3.8 General Debate
1. The President shall draw up a list of 

speakers for each issue so they may 
present their Official Positions. 

2. When the list is closed, delegations 
that want to be included should ask to 
do so in writing. 

3. The President, who shall guide the 
debate by giving the floor in response 
to a raised hand, can recommend 
that delegates ask for the interruption 
of the list of speakers to pass on to a 
Caucus.

4. In this debate, the speakers shall be 
the delegations that are in the list for 
this purpose, and others appointed 
by the President, depending on the 
ideological and regional diversity and 
in order to enrich the debate.

5. Each speaker shall have a maximum 
time period given by the committee, 
usually one and a half to two minutes, 
to explain his/her position with regard 
to the issue under debate. He/she may 
be asked one or two questions. 

6. The delegations may ask for the 
assigned time to be reduced, with a 
Motion of Procedure that should be 
approved by a qualified majority.

7. Any member, by means of motions 
(see chapter VII) ask the speaker one 
or two questions. 

8. The speaker in turn may: 
a) Grant his/her remaining 
time to another delegation. 
b.) Grant the remaining time to the 
Committee.

9. He/she should announce his/her 
decision to the President prior to 
starting to speak. If not, it shall be 
understood that the remaining time 
has been granted to the President.

3.9 Caucus
A Caucus or recess may be requested 

via a motion from the delegations or by 
decision of the President, in any of the 
three modalities of debate of the issues. 

X SEKMUN Meeting. UNESCO
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They are used for negotiations, draw 
up draft resolutions, etc. The duration 
of a recess shall be established and 
announced by the President.

3.9.1 Caucus simple
1. Informal meeting of delegates where 

direct debate amongst the members 
is permitted.

2. The motion should be immediately 
seconded and put to vote, and requires 
a qualified majority from the members. 

3. One single extension to the Caucus 
may be requested, as long as it is 
briefer than the first one. 

4. The Moderator may consider any of 
these motions to be out of order.

3.9.2 Moderated Caucus 
1. The aim of a Moderated Caucus is to 

facilitate debate. 
2. The Moderator shall give the floor at 

his/her discretion. 

3. When the motion is made, it should 
immediately be seconded and put to 
vote and requires a qualified majority 
for it to be approved. 

4. One single extension to the Caucus 
may be requested, as long as it is 
briefer than the first one. 

5. The Moderator may consider any of 
these motions to be out of order and 
his/her decision cannot be appealed 
against.

3.10 Particular Debate
1. The President calls three delegates, 

who may belong to the same or 
different delegations, to present a 
discussion on a draft resolution. The 
delegates shall have the necessary 
time available to defend the draft, after 
being asked up to a maximum of five 
questions.

2. A Particular Debate may have 
two modalities, open debate and 

X SEKMUN Meeting.
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closed debate. The President may 
recommend, or the delegates may 
request, the modality to be used 
and may change it if necessary. 
a.) Open Debate: the President shall 
guide the debate giving the floor 
to a raised placard or hand, as he/
she so stipulates. If necessary, a 
list of speakers may be drawn up. 
b.) Closed Debate: the President 
draws up a list of speakers, bearing 
in mind the regional and ideological 
diversities, and further enrichment of 
the debate.

3. During the Particular Debate every 
speaker shall have the time that the 
committee considers necessary to 
make a comment and/or propose an 
amendment.

4. If an amendment is proposed, it shall 
be read by the President.

5. Amendments may be suspended 
by the President if he/she feels it 
is necesary. The President may 
recommence the amendments during 
the debate at his/her own discretion.

6. The delegation on the floor may be 
asked one or two questions before the 
proposed amendment is put to vote.

7. The delegation that makes a comment 
in favour of or against the resolution 
without proposing an amendment may 
grant his/her remaining time to another 
delegation.

3.11 Amendments
1.  An amendment adds to, suppresses 

or modified parts of a proposal. 
2.  Every delegation may submit an 

amendment to each preliminary draft 
or draft resolution under discussion. 

3.  An amendment may not change the 
original essence of the matter.

4.  Amendments should be submitted 
beforehand in writing to the President, 
via the Approval Bureau, and should 
have endorsements equivalent to 15% 
of the total number of delegations 
represented there. The endorsement 
represents the intention to debate the 
amendment and is does not indicate a 
vote in favour of or against it.

5.  Firstly the amendment is put to an 
informal but mandatory vote. It is 
not binding and abstentions are not 
permitted.

6.  If there is a qualified majority for or 
against the amendment, it shall be 
approved or rejected accordingly.

7.  If the outcome of the informal vote 
on the amendment is not a qualified 
majority, a closed debate shall be 
opened on the amendment. 

8.  Closed Debate of the Amendment:
     a. The President shall draw up a 

list of the speakers in favour of the 
amendment, and another of speakers 
who are against it, bearing in mind 
regional and ideological diversities and 
enrichment of the debate.

     b. Every speaker shall have a certain 
time, announced by the President, to 
make a comment. He/she may then be 
asked one or two questions

3.12 Right to Reply
During a debate, the declarations of 

a delegate may lead another to consider 
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that his/her personal integrity or dignity 
or that of his/her country have been 
threatened. The delegate may ask the 
Committee in writing for a “right to reply”, 
specifying against whom the right to 
reply is requested and giving the reason 
why the delegate considers that his/her 
personal integrity or dignity or that of his/
her country have been threatened. 

If the committee considers this to 
be in order, the proceedings shall be 
suspended and the right to reply shall be 
conducted, firstly giving the floor to the 
offending country for a maximum period 
of one minute to clarify or withdraw the 
comment, and then to the delegate of the 
injured country for a maximum period of 
one minute to reply. 

 
3.13 Vote
1.  Every country has a vote that can 

be used in favour, against, or for 
abstention.

2. Majorities:
     a. Qualified. - Represents the vote 

of two thirds (66.6%) of the members 
present.

      b. Absolute. - Represents the vote of 
50%+1 of the members present.

      c. Simple or relative. - Represents 
one vote more in favour of a certain 
position than against it.

3.14 Preliminary Draft Resolution
1. In order to associate countries with 

similar positions during the Debate, 
the delegates shall take notes to 
prepare a worksheet that shows the 
position of the delegations about the 

matter that is being considered (a 
worksheet should not be confused 
with a position paper).

2. The delegations prepare preliminary 
draft resolutions for presentation to 
an Approval Bureau. The preliminary 
drafts should have at least a 30% 
endorsement from all the represented 
delegations. The Member States 
may only give their endorsement to 
a preliminary draft resolution for each 
issue.

3. The preliminary draft resolution should 
be prepared in line with the pre-set 
format in the “Guide to preparing a 
Draft Resolution”.

4. The preliminary draft resolutions 
should be based on the points 
considered during the General Debate 
and the Caucuses.

5. The Approval Bureau shall select one 
or more of the presented preliminary 
drafts and present them to the 
Member States for debate.

6. The Approval Board may introduce 
modifications of form but not of content 
to the preliminary draft resolutions as 
well as to any resolutions approved by 
the General Assembly.

7. If anything important has to be 
corrected in the content, the President 
shall inform the delegates so they may 
carry out an examination.

8. When a preliminary draft resolution is 
presented to the Approval Bureau, the 
delegations that present it should also 
indicate the delegations that endorse 
it.

9. A preliminary draft resolution selected 
by the Approval Bureau shall be 
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read out loud by the President for 
debate, amendment and vote by the 
Delegations in the Particular Debate.

IX SEKMUN Meeting.
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4.1 Guide for drafting a SEKMUN Resolution
Resolutions have a common format that must be followed. Every resolution project is
made off three parts:
1. A heading
2. Preamble paragraphs
3. Operative Paragraphs

4.1.1 General guidelines
For practical purposes, and in order to locate a term or phrase, all the lines of the 

sheets used to write a project of resolution shall be numbered in the left margin, even 
on lines that are empty. The title “Draft Resolution”, underlined, goes under the heading. 
The rest of the resolution is composed of paragraphs (clauses of any type and articles).

For purposes of control, all documents that have been approved will be given a 
name and a number by the Presidency and the aim is to certify that the said document 
has fulfilled all the necessary specifications (for instance, Draft Resolution A·1).

The CLAUSES (paragraphs) define a certain attitude or position of the United 
Nations. There are pre-ambulatory and operative clauses. They always start with a verb, 
an adjective or an adverb. To identify them in the document, these words must be 
underlined or written in italics.

All paragraphs in the form of a clause must end with a comma (,) if it is a pre-ambulatory 
clause or a semicolon (;) when the clauses are operative. One or several sheets with 
the signatures of the ambassadors of the countries that support the resolution will be 
attached to the resolution presented to the Approval Committee, with its full name and 
country in clear print. The collateral of a country whose ambassadordoes not appear in 
the list of signatures will not be valid.

VIII Encuentro SEKMUN. Clausura



 Annexes 35

The resolutions should be written on one side of the paper only.
4.1.2 Heading

The heading should include the name of the relevant organ, the subject matter and 
the

collaterals, in that order.
a) The organ will be the “General Assembly” or the “Security Council”
b) The topics are formally indicated as “Subject” or “Topic”.
c) The collaterals are formally indicated by the titles “Endorsed by” or “Signed by”.
All the countries that support the project are then listed and numbered, and separated 

by
a semicolon (;).

4.1.3 Preamble paragraphs
The purpose of a preamble paragraph is to give the historical background or outline 

the current situation of the topic to be discussed. Preamble paragraphs should always 
be clauses beginning with a gerund.

These are some 
examples of preamble 
clauses:
Further regretting
Further recalling
Further warning
Noting with approval
Noting with regret
Noting with concern
Noting with satisfaction
Affirming
Alarmed By
Seeking
Aware of
Considering with concern
Further considering
Contemplating
Having devoted attention
Having heard
Having received
Noting with deep
Noting with satisfaction
Observing

Observing with appreciation
Observing with satisfaction
Objecting
Disturbed/concerned
Fully alarmed
Fully aware
Deeply preoccupied
Deeply convinced
Deeply disturbed
Deeply concerned
Reaffirming
Convinced
Fully believing
Believing
Welcoming
Realising
Declaring
Disapproving
Wishing
Emphasising
Desiring
Expressing its appreciation
Guided by

Having adopted
Having Considered
Having studied
Having examined
Acknowledging
Recalling
Recognising
Remembering
Further recalling
Referring
Taking into account
Bearing in mind
Taking into consideration
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On reading the resolution, one must have the impression that it is the United Nations 
(or one of its organs) that is speaking. Therefore, depending on the organ, the resolution 
will read:

“(The General Assembly is) convinced, considering, concerned, etc.”; “(The Security 
Council is) convinced, considering, concerned…” etc.

4.1.4 Operative Character Paragraphs
The solution within a resolution is presented in a logical sequence of operative 

paragraphs in progress. These paragraphs must recommend, establish, define, 
encourage, ask for certain actions or establish favourable or unfavourable opinions 
with regard to an existing situation. To organise the actions contained in a resolution 
systematically, the clauses must be numbered (a number followed by a full stop) at the 
beginning of the paragraph.

Operative clauses always begin with a verb in the present indicative. With regard to 
the conjugation, the same criterion as in pre-ambulatory clauses is used: it must read 
“theGeneral Assembly is”, etc. In general, operative clauses end with a semicolon (;).

List of terms with which to begin operative paragraphs:

Accepts
Further invites
Further proclaims
Further recommends
Further reminds
Further resolves
Welcomes with approval
Affirms
Encourages
Supports
Approves
Authorises
Holds
Condemns
Confirms
Considers

Decides
Declares
Defines
Cautiously declares
Deplores
Appoints
Emphasises
Urges
Expresses
Expresses its appreciation
Expresses its desire
Expresses its hope
Finally condemns
Has resolved
Urges
Invites

Regrets
Calls
Requests
Proclaims
Reaffirms
Recommends
Recalls
Resolves
Solemnly affirms
Requests
Takes into account
Transmits
Urges
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4.1.5 Analysing resolutions
The aim of the analysis of resolutions is to identify the topic, the collaterals, and 

finally the intention. Once the intention has been established, the resolution can be 
analysed in detail. The form of the resolution and the terms used therein can determine 
the intention. Some of them are unclear, aimed at extending the debate on the subject, 
while others require immediate implementation.

4.1.6 Amending resolutions during the debate
Once the deadline of the project presentation has expired, the Approval Committee 

will choose the resolution to be discussed at the Special Debate. It may happen, during 
unofficial consultations, when consensus and collaterals are being sought, that some 
points will have to be negotiated, which is why the projects submitted are general.

For this reason, particular debate of a resolution is essential, since amendments are 
presented then and this makes the project larger and more relevant. To come up with the 
final version of a draft resolution, the Approval Committee will include, delete or change 
words, sentences or paragraphs that have been proposed and agreed to in the debate. 
The Committee will also bear in mind the meaning and style of the text and the provisions 
of these guidelines, when drafting a resolution.

VIII SEKMUN MEETING. Nieves Segovia and Trinidad Jiménez.
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4.2 I SEKMUN Meeting sample resolutions

General Assembly Resolution

First period of sessions
Endorsed by: Spain, Italy, Russia, China, USA, Slovenia, Peru, Australia, Japan, Great
Britain, Morocco, Belgium, China and Ghana

Topic:
60th Anniversary of Unicef: Education as a key factor in the development of Children. 
Are we educating with equal opportunities to all boys and girls in the world?

The General Assembly,
Acknowledging that the greatest problem for some countries lies in that Education is 
key to progress in society and quality of life,

Recalling the right that each person has to be educated, which is recognised in the 
Human Rights Declaration, International Agreements and the Convention on the Right 
of the Child,

Reaffirming the right that these treaties establish for free education, at least elementary 
and basic education, for the development of human personality, sense of dignity, to be 
free and freely participate in the society where he lives,

Taking into account the precarious economic situation of these countries and the aid 
they need,
1. Urges the governments of the countries in which education is not sufficiently efficient 

to take responsibility for the education of their people; 
2. Supports economic incentives to students’ families as a means to eradicate child 

labour in boys and girls, provided this aid is monitored;
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Resolución de la Asamblea General
Primer periodo de sesiones

Avalada por: España, Italia, Rusia, China, EEUU, Eslovenia, Perú, Australia, Japón,
Gran Bretaña, Marruecos, Bélgica, China y Ghana.

Tema:

60 Aniversario de Unicef: La Educación como factor clave en el desarrollo de la
Infancia. ¿Estamos educando en igualdad de oportunidades a los niños y niñas del
mundo? 

La Asamblea General, 

Reconociendo que la mayor problemática, tanto para unos países como para
otros, radica en que la Educación es una de las claves del progreso de la sociedad y la
calidad de vida,

Recordando el derecho que toda persona tiene a la educación, que queda recogi-
do en la Declaración de los Derechos Humanos, Pactos Internacionales y la Convención
de los Derechos del Niño,

Reafirmando el derecho que estos tratados establecen a la educación gratuita, al
menos la elemental y fundamental, para el desarrollo de su personalidad humana, su
sentido de dignidad, para ejercer su libertad y poder participar libremente en el conjun-
to de la sociedad en la que vive,

Teniendo en cuenta la situación económica precaria en la que viven estos países y
la ayuda que precisan

1. Insta a los gobiernos de los países en los que la Educación no es suficientemen-
te eficiente a que se responsabilicen de la formación de su población;
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3. Considers necessary to ensure the maintenance of the families through UNICEF for
them not have to rely on the work of their children and for the children to study at 

educational institutions;
4. Designates aid for developing countries to invest in schools, providing teachers and
material to give classes and training the best students to become teachers;
5. Recommends awareness campaigns on gender equality;
6. Requests the governments from these countries to provide support and cooperation 

to carry out this long process, as assessment and progressive development of 
economy, politics, etc., will depend on future generations. If the children are not 
granted their right to education, or if their conditions of life prevent them from 
studying and attending school, we cannot expect anything of the future of these 
countries because social, political and economic progress depends on the children;

7. Condemns those companies that seek and use child labour;
8. Proposes that laws be enacted to punish this kind of act;
9. Proposes the construction of houses near the educational institutions;
10. Confirms the extension of the external debt of those countries that need it and it 

alsorequests not to collect interest;
11. Encourages the integration of ethnic minorities;
12. Urges that each country, as far as possible and according to their specific 

circumstances and situation, helps those countries with insufficient means to seek 
better education.
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Resolution of the Security Council
First period of sessions
Avalada por:Indonesia, United States, Italy, China, Peru, France, Ghana, South
Africa, Great Britain, Congo, Qatar, Panama, Slovenia, Russia and Belgium

Topic:
Situation in Iran

The Security Council,
Deeply concerned about the threat and tension generated after the sanctions and 
measures taken, such as blocking the sale of weapons to Iran,

Recalling previous resolutions on proliferation of nuclear weapons in Iran, in particular
1696, 1737 and 1747,

Reaffirming how relevant it is to attain stability in the Middle East, owing to the drastic
situation in which it is immersed,

Highlighting the importance of IAEA reports and cooperation from that country with
the international community,
Taking into account the importance of diplomacy,
1. Requests that Iran be subject within a maximum time limit of thirty days to inspections 

from the IAEA and the establishment of cameras in all the installations required;
2.  Urges the government of Iran to provide all the information required by the IAEA 

SEKMUNModel United Nations applied to teaching 59 so that, within thirty days, 
the end of nuclear development is declared;

3.   Urges the continuation of the payment of sanctions in effect until today, until the 
civil end of nuclear development can be proven;

4.   Further recommends the continuation of the investigation by the IAEA after the 
deadline of thirty days expires and as well as the maintenance of the cameras after 
the said deadline should have passed;

5.   Finally, declares that sanctions be cancelled when the civilian ends of nuclear 
development have been proven.
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SEKMUN 2007

26 de abril de 2007                                                           AG/01/07             

Resolución de la Asamblea General
Primer periodo de sesiones

Avalada por: España, Italia, Rusia, China, EEUU, Eslovenia, Perú, Australia, Japón,
Gran Bretaña, Marruecos, Bélgica, China y Ghana.

Tema:

60 Aniversario de Unicef: La Educación como factor clave en el desarrollo de la
Infancia. ¿Estamos educando en igualdad de oportunidades a los niños y niñas del
mundo? 

La Asamblea General, 

Reconociendo que la mayor problemática, tanto para unos países como para
otros, radica en que la Educación es una de las claves del progreso de la sociedad y la
calidad de vida,

Recordando el derecho que toda persona tiene a la educación, que queda recogi-
do en la Declaración de los Derechos Humanos, Pactos Internacionales y la Convención
de los Derechos del Niño,

Reafirmando el derecho que estos tratados establecen a la educación gratuita, al
menos la elemental y fundamental, para el desarrollo de su personalidad humana, su
sentido de dignidad, para ejercer su libertad y poder participar libremente en el conjun-
to de la sociedad en la que vive,

Teniendo en cuenta la situación económica precaria en la que viven estos países y
la ayuda que precisan

1. Insta a los gobiernos de los países en los que la Educación no es suficientemen-
te eficiente a que se responsabilicen de la formación de su población;
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4.3 POSITION DOCUMENT

Committee: General Assembly
Country: France
Subject: Refugees

Basic information

France, officially called French Republic or Republic of France, is a Member Country 
of the European Union and Paris is its capital city. It has a total area of 675,417 km2 
and 64.5 million inhabitants.

The Region of France covers several regions in the world. Its metropolitan area, also 
called Continental France, is located in Western Europe. Its European insular territory 
includes the Island of Corsica, in the Western Mediterranean Sea, and several coastal 
archipelagos in the Atlantic Ocean.

In America the French Guiana and the islands and archipelagos of Martinique, 
Guadeloupe, Saint Barthélemy and Saint Martin, form part of the Region of France. In 
the Indian Ocean, the islands of Mayotte and Reunion and, in the Pacific Ocean, the 
archipelagos of the French Polynesia and New Caledonia.

The atoll of the Clipperton Island in the Eastern Pacific Ocean and the so-called 
French Southern and Antarctic Lands are also territories of France, although uninhabited.

France is a highly developed country, both in terms of its economy and socially, with 
its culture extensively known internationally and influential in the geopolitical arena. It 
is the sixth world economy in terms of its GDP and it is a member of the G8, of the 
Eurozone, and the Schengen Area. The most relevant multinational companies, leaders 
in several industrial segments and primary sector, are established in its territory. Also, 
it is the first world tourist destination with more than 75 million foreign visitors a year.

France, the birthplace of the first Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, 
is a founding member of the United Nations and one of the five permanent members of 
its Security Council.

France hosts the headquarters of the Council of Europe and of the European 
Parliament, both in Strasbourg, and of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development and of the UNESCO, in Paris. It is also one of the eight most powerful 
nuclear powers and member of NATO.
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4.4 OFFICIAL POSITION FOR THE ISSUE OF “RIGHT OF NATIONS TO 
SELFDETERMINATION

The French Delegation,
Considering that the so called right of nations to self-determination entails the fact that
a nation can have its own sovereignty, apart from the right to decide, fully independently
and without any external influence, on its form of government and its economic, social
and cultural development,

Is of the opinion that,
France is against this right, as several cultures are within its boundaries and it does not
intend to fragment the territory for this reason. Furthermore, the different cultures
within French territory have merged with the French culture over the years and such
cultures and traditions have become one.

Currently, the French Republic does not deny the regions their legitimate intention to
become independent provided, as the Charter of the United Nations states, a referendum
on the will of the people to undertake such a project is done. So far there has been
no petition expressing such an intention.

Believes that,
Ceding any of its territories would entail an economic and cultural loss, for which
reason, although it agrees with the Charter of the United Nations, France would not like
to do it.

Proposes that,
A high degree of autonomy be given to the peoples who want it and they should have
control over internal policies, provided the country dominates external policies.
Otherwise, France proposes that all people may have access to the right to autonomy,
provided there is absolute majority of the people who want it. And provided such people
can govern themselves.
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